


 
COLLISION BETWEEN THE SMALL PASSENGER VESSEL PROWLER (O.N. 
294465) AND THE CAYMAN ISLANDS FLAGGED YACHT ATTESSA IV (IMO 

#9179830) RESULTING IN THE LOSS OF ONE LIFE WHILE TRANSITING 
APPROXIMATELY NINE MILES SOUTHWEST OF IMPERIAL BEACH, 

CALIFORNIA ON OCTOBER 26, 2018 

ACTION BY THE COMMANDANT 

The record and the report of the investigation completed for the subject casualty have been 
reviewed. The record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and 
recommendations are approved subject to the following comments. This marine casualty 
investigation is closed. 
 

ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS 

Administrative Recommendation 1:  It is recommended that the findings in this report be 
forwarded to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the issuing authority 
for the Master of the ATTESSA IV’s merchant marine credential and to the Cayman Islands as 
the Flag State of the ATTESSA IV. 

Action:  I concur with this recommendation. A copy of this report will be sent to the 
cognizant maritime authorities for the United Kingdom and the Cayman Islands. 

Administrative Recommendation 2:  It is recommended that the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspections (OCMI), initiate Suspension and Revocation proceedings against the U.S. Coast 
Guard merchant mariner credentials (MMC) issued to the Mate of the PROWLER for allegedly 
violating laws or regulations as part of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at 
Sea, 1972. 

Action:  I concur with this recommendation. I note that the local OCMI completed a 
Suspension and Revocation investigation against the Mate’s Coast Guard issued MMC 
which included a 12-month outright suspension followed by 12-months of probation.  

E. B. SAMMS 
 Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
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REPORT OF THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE COLLISION BETWEEN THE PROWLER 
(O.N. 294465) AND THE ATTESSA IV (O.N. 9179830) SOUTH OF THE U.S./MEXICO 

MARITIME BOUNDARY LINE ON OCTOBER 26, 2018 
 

ENDORSEMENT BY THE DISTRICT COMMANDER 
 
The record and the report of the investigation convened for the subject casualty have been reviewed.  The 
record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and recommendations are 
approved subject to the following comments. It is recommended that this marine casualty investigation be 
closed.  
 

ENDORSEMENT ON RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Administrative Recommendation 1.  It is recommended that the findings in this report be forwarded to 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the issuing authority for the master of the 
ATTESSA IV's merchant mariner credential and to the Cayman Islands as the Flag State of the 
ATTESSA IV. 
 

Endorsement: Concur.  
 

Administrative Recommendation 2.  It is recommended that the Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection 
initiate Suspension and Revocation proceedings against the U.S. Coast Guard merchant mariner 
credentials issued to the mate of the PROWLER for allegedly violating laws or regulations in violation of 
the International Regulations for Preventing Collision at Sea, 1972 (COLREGS).  
 

Endorsement: Concur. Suspension and Revocation proceedings against the Mate’s Coast Guard 
issued Merchant Mariner Credential were initiated by the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection. The 
proceeding has concluded. 

 
Administrative Recommendation 3. It is recommended that this investigation be closed. 
 

Endorsement: Concur. The Coast Guard Southwest District agrees with the analysis and conclusions 
of the Investigating Officer and the endorsement of the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspections. No 
further action is required by the Coast Guard.  

 
 
 

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
Chief, Prevention Division 
By direction 

 
Enclosures:  (1) Endorsement by the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection. 
                     (2) Executive Summary 
                     (3) Investigating Officer’s Report  










































